DOCOHBNI BBSOHB 



BO 201 «03 



PS 012 159 



&0TBOB 
TITLE 

POB DATE 
MOTE 



BOBS PBICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENIIPIESS 
iSSTfiiCT 



Oovns* i. Chris: Balz» Patricia J. 

Sex Differences in Preschooler? • Perceptions of 

roang* Biddle-Aged and Elderly Adalts. 

Hay 80 

9p.: An earlier version of this paper was presented 
at the Annual Beeting of the Hestern Psychslogic&l 
Association (Honolulu* BI, Hay 1980). 

HP01/PC01 Plus Postage. 

*Adults: Attitude Heasures: ^Childhood Attitudes: 
♦Chronological Age: *Interpersonal Attraction: Middle 
Aged Adults: Older Adults: ^Preschool Children: Sex 
Bias: *Sez Differences 
^Attitudes Toward the Elderly Scale 



This study examines the sex differences in preschool 
children's perception of sale and female adults of different ages 
(young, Biddle-aged and elderly) and the degree to which physical 
attractiveness plays a role in children's attributions conserhiag 
adults. Forty 3- and a-year-old children (20 boys* 20 girls) from 
■iddle-income families served as subjects. The children individually 
responded to a modified Children's Attitudes Tovard the Elderly Scale 
(CATE) , vhich required them to order pictures of men and vomen by 
age. The addition of an attractiveness question (pretty/haadsome vs. 
ugly) vas the primary modification to the CATE. The children 
correctly ordered younger* middle-aged* and elderly female adults by 
age, but did not differentiate younger and middle-aged male adults by 
age. They always viewed an elderly male adult as oldest. Boys were 
generally less positive than girls in attitudes tovard elderly 
individuals and boys also tended to viev the elderly adults as less 
physically attractive than younger adults. These results suggest that 
negative attributions concerning elderly persons are evident as early 
as the preschool years. (Author/JA) 
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SUISJMARY 

T«e Children's Attitudes Tow^d Sderly Scale (GATE) y^as ad- 
ministwed in modified form to 40 pr-^iscnna aoys and girls. Children were 
able to correctly order younger, rwBiile-s^trd and elderly femate xtults bv 
age^ beet did not differentiate yoLnoer ^nd micfaite-aged male: adxilts ov 
age. ^ elderly male adult was alww=^ viewed as oldest by the cnridre*-, 
howe^ef*. Boys were generally less 30**^ *^ve than ^rte in attrtoaes towarc 
eldeiiy ndividuals and boys also ^enckz -tz view 1^ ^derly acksts as les 
zjnv«:T:3ifc attractf^e than younge^ ^ 5. rrroUatfo^s of the resutts f^r 
adiiitwnaJ resear^^^^ explored. 
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A ltrrR0I5»ucTtfiiN 
Previous, 'nesearch coaseming dttttwoves toward the fiaterly incteates 
that older persnrrs are vieveci as sick^ forgctftjl, helpless^ etc,^ by chil- 
dren, adolcscasrrts^ adults, ^nd the eWerty themselves (e,g,l ,2,-,5) • 
Apparently, -i^idren are esa^ciaJiy critical of of<Ser persons isnd give e few 
positive attributes regardiira becoming jJa thesnselves ii^g. 4), '"his 
study examinea three isstcesc ^ prescrroofcrs? cOritudes ^xmtar^ the eloerty. 
Firsts we sought to replrcriik: lar-viou^ *ork 4] wnicr initially reve^ite 
preschoolers' attitudes toward Toung,, mkfdie-agec, ana ebterly aduJte^ 
Second^ we examined sex diffemences *n <*'niWren*s reponses to male arac: 
female adults. Finally^ we stuctod "Sf^ yB^i^rw to wi^Mch ph^k«ti attracnus^- 
ness played a role in chiiclren's ^srjj^^^meis u<f ddu%:!S^ 

Forty preschoolers (2D boys, 2D ige 3L9 years range = 3- : 

^.4) served as subjects. All chitafnEfr #HSsre v^Ki*^^ fruK rfiiddle-incame 
homes ^ and were recruited from a larrm private preschool an Fargo ^ North 
Dakota. While IQ information was net avdilacie, teachers* luidigments sug- 
gested that all of the children were of ^•^<*«ragc in^ettigence il^ls. 

Children individually respondeo to a Tjoaiffed Children's Attitudes 
Toward the Elderly Scale (CATE) (4)^. "te OBTTE requires children to 
order (by age) pictures of young ^ midtfle-'agfflt ana elderly men and wom- 
en. Further, children are asked to mate f omde ahui u ice .attr i bu tions of the 
young and elderly adults. The primary nwUf ig yt lon to the CATE included 
an attractiveness question ( pretty/ handisooae Ji^iy). Color photographs 
(4** X 4**) were taken of six male and feniateadmces who were clashed as 
younger (ages 20, 21), middle-aged (40, 92} w nimi l y (ages 61, 62) • All 
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photos werr- taken using a standard, white background and photos were 
crapped at chin levels to eliminate clothing cues. All facial expressions 
among the acajlts were neutral. 

C. RESULTS 

Analyses of the percentages of children making particular types of 
responses indicated that while children correctly ordered female adults by 
age (97.5%i, the young and middle-aged male adults were not viewed as 
different in age (i.e. 55% saw the younger male adult as the youngest 
while 45% believed the middle-aged male adult was the youngest) . How- 
ever, both the younger and middle-aged male adults were judged younger 
than the elderly male adult by 100% of the children. 

At least 75% of boys described both young and elderly, male and 
female adults as helpful, friendly, happy, clean and glad. However, boys 
were mome likely to view the younger adults as healthy (85.0%), physically 
attractive (90.0%) and good (95.0%) while attributing these characteristics 
to elderly adults less often (heaithy, Q5.0%; attractive, 35.0%, good, 
55,0%). No clear differences as a fun: '-'* ' of the sex of adults emerged 
among boys' attributes. 

Surprisingly, girls saw no ditterences between younger and elderly 
adults on any of the following: health, friendliness, physical attractive- 
nr being good and happiness (range of percentages = 75.0% - 100.0%). 
Girls did view the younger adults as more helpful (75.0%) than the elderly 
adults (45.0%), but viewed the elderly adults as happier (30.0% vs. 50.0% 
for younger adults) and more clean (85.0% vs 55.0% for younger adults). 
Again, no sex of adult effects emerged among the girls' attributes. 
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Chi-square analyses were performed to compare percentages of girls 
and boys making specific attributions. Boys were significantly more likely 
than girls to view the younger aajlts, both male arxd female, as clean, 
glad, healthy, physically attractive and good (all £S^.05). Boys were 
also more likely (p^.05) than grrls to judge the eltterly adults as more 
helpful. In contrast, girls were far more likely (£^.05) than boys to 
judge the elderly adults as healthy, attractive and good. Again, no 
differences emerged as a function of sex of adult. 

D. DISCUSSION 

The results replicate earlier findings (e.g. 4) and suggest that 
negative attnc:.'tions concerning elderly persons are evident as early as 
the preschool years. Moreover sex differences in children's judgments 
indicate discrepancies in boys' and girls' views of younger and elderly 
adults. Overall, girls were more positive toward the elderly than were 
boys. A cogent rationale for this sex-differentiated pattern is somewhat 
lacking, especially since children's attributions did not vary with the sex 
of the adults. Additional research which focuses on sex-differentiated 
patterns of attitudes toward the elderly appears warranted. 

Finally, physical attractiveness was re/ated to boys', but not girls' 
judgments of adults. Boys overwhelmingly saw the younger adults as 
good-looking and the older adults as "ugly". This indicates that among 
boys, negative and positive attributes based on the age of adults are 
closely tied to judgments of attractiveness. Given the powerful nature of 
the attractiveness stereotype in American culture (3) it would seem crucial 
in any intervention program designed to enhance attitudes toward the 
elderly, to emphasize the positive physical aspects of older individuals. 
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Further research oh tne iink ijcuw-jge; attitudes towarc the elderly arnd 
physical attractiv«aess jucaaziierr^ — tms to be an important next step rr 
the area. 
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FOOTNOTES 



An earlier version of this paper was presented at the annual meetirag of 
the Western Psychological Association, Honolulu, May, 1980. The aaxnors 
express their appreciation to the following individuals who were instru- 
mental in the completion of the study: Sheree Berg, Kris Bneavold, 
Deidre Hiney-Langseth, David Prentice, Margaret Rice, Bruce F. riaoer- 
son, Carol J. Rogne, and Sherry Wetsch. The generous cooperatton of 
the staff, director and children in the participating school is aisc grsitly 
appreciated. Also correspondence should be sent to the first author's 
address at the end of this article. 
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Half of the children of each sex had a female experimenter, the other half 
a male experimenter. 



